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departments and agencies, and holds final responsibility for the conduct of elections in 
the county. The county constitutional court judge serves as the presiding officer of the 
commissioners court, certifies elections, and appoints temporary replacements when a 
commissioner resigns.

The county constitutional court judge also serves as the justice for the county court. 
Thus, the role of the county judge crosses all three branches of government. The county 
constitutional court judge is in charge of the county budget and oversees day-to-day 
administration of the county, both of which are executive functions; the judge serves 
on the commissioners court, a legislative function, and the judge hears cases before the 
county court, a judicial function.

Although the Texas Constitution of 1876 and its predecessors mirrored the U.S. 
Constitution’s separation of powers at the state level, similar provisions were not 

  FIGURE 12.1    The Structure of County Government in Texas
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Source: John A. Gilmartin and Joe M. Rothe, County Government in Texas, issue 2, V. G. Young Institute of County Government, Texas Agricultural Extension 
Service, Texas A&M University, 2000.


